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our youth, but we 

can build our youth 

for the future.”  
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Roosevelt  
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A Message from our CEO, Deb Evans 
All of us at For Children’s Sake of Virginia are truly inspired by the wonderful work our foster 

parents do every day to care for our children in foster care.  Our parents inspire us to think 

creatively and stay positive in our advocacy for children and their best interests.   

 

A child’s journey through the foster care system involves on-going and difficult change.   

Foster parents who understand the impact of such important transitions allow foster children 

the opportunity and time to adjust to change in a safe, nurturing environment.  Entering foster 

care begins with a traumatic transition because a child, regardless of where they were before 

they come into care, can lose their family, home, school and community.  Our foster parents 

have been specifically trained to understand these unique and substantial life changes.   

Children often act out their stressors because they are not equipped to deal with such  

traumatic events.  Our foster parents utilize their training to understand why the child may be 

manifesting highly charged behaviors rather than blaming the child as they struggle to cope.  

Our parents are given the tools needed to apply proven techniques to assist the child 

through the trauma of abrupt and significant change.  Foster parents are often the deciding 

factor in whether a child can successfully manage through the initial trauma of an out-of-

home placement.  Alternatively, our parents are trained to assist the child through the  

transition of leaving their foster home or through the process of adoption as well.  Foster 

parents can create an environment that is conducive for a child to make a positive transition 

through the foster care system.  They create a relationship with the child that lets them know 

they have nurturing adults available who will support them throughout their lives.   

 

We count on our foster parents to provide all the basics a child may need however; equally 

important is their ability to provide the emotional support foster children require to thrive on 

all levels.  While aspects of good parenting can be taught, the willingness to provide  

on-going emotional support when a child is not your own is an aspect of parenting that is 

more than anyone can teach.  We are very grateful for the willingness of our foster parents to 

learn about and provide outstanding care and support to our foster children.  Foster parents 

help redefine the future of our children as we all work to find them safety and stability in their 

lives. 

 

Deborah K Evans, CEO 

LCSW, BCD 
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An Influx of Immigrating Children 

At the start of 2014, it was estimated that 60,000 to 70,000 unaccompanied children would 

enter the United States seeking safety and a better life over the course of the year. As of 

June, the estimate is now up to 120,000 and a humanitarian crisis was declared by President 

Obama on June 2, 2014.  

The majority of these children come from Guatemala, Mexico, El Salvador, and Honduras.   

Many of these children have no adult to care for them in the United States, or in their home 

country.  

The United States grants many of 

these children the ability to stay in the 

country permanently under the care of 

licensed, loving foster families.  

“These children are alone, afraid, and 

have endured a dangerous and  

traumatic journey to the U.S.  They 

have fled gang violence, unrest, 

abuse, abandonment, or neglect in 

their home countries.”  

 

-Taken from North County Outlook. “Foster families 

sought for unaccompanied immigrant children.” July 9, 2014. 

Foster Parents Needed! 

FCSVA  is seeking families 

and individuals interested in 

fostering local children in 

need of loving homes. 

If you are interested, please 

contact: 

Mary Anna Edmonds           

(703) 817-9890 

maryanna4499@gmail.com 



Virginia Foster 

Care Facts 

In Virginia, the Northern 
region has consistently 
had the lowest rates for 
children in foster care, 
while the Southwest, 
West Central, and Valley 
regions are consistently 
the highest. 
 
Virginia has been  

gradually improving in the 

percentage of children 

who are placed with  

families while in foster 

care, up from 70.6% in 

2005 to 83%percent in 

2013.  

 

Discharges to a  

permanent family  

placement increased from 

2007 to 2013 to a new 

high of 74.4%. 

 

For Virginia children as of 

January 1, 2013, there 

are: 

4,302 Children under 18 

in Foster Care 

1,485 Children with a 

Goal of Adoption 

1,181 Children “Available” 

for Adoption 

835 Children Free for 

Adoption not in a  

Pre-adoptive Placement 

 

346 Children in  

Pre-adoptive Placement. 

Annual Toy Drive 
Last year’s toy drive was a huge success thanks to generous 

donations from the community.  The toy drive was held at 

Continental Pool Lounge, where donators enjoyed free pool, 

shuffleboard, and happy hour drink specials. 

This year’s toy drive will be held at the same place, on  

Monday, November 10th, from 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM.   

Donations can also be dropped off at either our Chantilly or 

Woodbridge office.  Please call (703) 817-9890 if you would 

like to schedule a time to drop off your donation.  You can  

also make a donation through Paypal, using the  

Donation button on our website at 

www.FCSVA.org. 

 

Continental Pool Lounge 

1911 N Fort Myer Drive 

Arlington, VA 22209  

Foster Parent Spotlight– The Sampsons 

Walter and Maureen 

Sampson have been foster 

parents with For Children’s 

Sake since 2009 and have 

fostered a total of 12 children.  

They currently have a sibling 

group of five children in their 

home, ages 6 months to 8 

years old.  The Sampsons 

have always been strong  

advocates for the children in 

their care, and work tirelessly  

to get their children the services they need.  Walter and 

Maureen met in Guyana where they raised three children  

before moving to the United States.  Both Walter and Maureen 

are now retired, and enjoy spending their time with their foster  

children, helping them flourish into healthy, happy kids.  For 

Children’s Sake is very grateful for all of their hard work and 

commitment to the betterment of children’s lives. 



Contact Us 

(703) 817-9890 

Chantilly location: 

14900 Bogle Drive, Ste.200 

Chantilly, VA  20151 

 

Woodbridge location: 

12741 Darby Brook Ct. 

Woodbridge, VA 22192 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.FCSVA.org 

Upcoming Events 
Orientations:  We offer two informal orientation/information 

sessions per month for people considering fostering.  These take 

place on the first Monday and third Thursday of each month.  

Please RSVP if you would like to attend.  If these dates do not 

work for you, please contact our office to set up another time to 

come in.  Next orientations are: 

Monday, November 3 at 6:00 PM at the Woodbridge office 

Thursday, November 20 at 6:00 PM at the Chantilly office 

Monday, December 1 at 4:00 PM at the Chantilly office 

Thursday, December 18 at 6:00 PM at the Woodbridge office 

 

PRIDE:  These trainings for new perspective foster parents are 

done once every quarter.  The next training dates will begin in  

January, 2015.  Please contact us if you are interested in  

participating. 

 

FOSTER PARENT SUPPORT GROUP:  Meets the last Tuesday 

of every other month at the Woodbridge office.  Snacks and a short 

training will be provided, followed by support group.  The next 

meeting will be: 

October 28, 2014  6:30-8:00 PM 

12741 Darby Brook Ct. #202 

Woodbridge, VA 22192 

 

Art Group: 

Our FCSVA interns will be hosting a six-session art group for our 

children in foster care, with the theme of “expressing yourself.”  

There will be a different theme each session and will include mural 

painting, sculpting, music and collage making.  The sessions will 

begin in February, 2015, so stay tuned for more information! 

 

Boys Social Group: 

Our FCSVA interns will also be hosting a six-week social group for 

males, ages 13-18.  These will be held at our Woodbridge office 

and will focus on social skills, team building, communication and 

leadership.  Dates to be announced. 

“Anyone who does 

anything to help 

a child in his life 

is a hero to me. ”  

― Fred Rogers  


